
Sample Test Directions for Open-Response Items 
This section of the test consists of two open-response item assignments. You will be asked 
to prepare a written response of approximately 150–300 words, or 1–2 pages, for each 
assignment. 

Read the assignments carefully before you begin your responses. Think about how you will 
organize your responses. You may use the erasable sheet(s) to make notes, write an 
outline, or otherwise prepare your responses. However, your final response to each 
assignment must be either: 

1. typed into the on-screen response box, 
2. written on a response sheet and scanned using the scanner provided at your 

workstation, or 
3. provided using both the on-screen response box (for typed text) and a response 

sheet (for calculations or drawings) that you will scan using the scanner provided at 
your workstation. 

Instructions for scanning your response sheet(s) are available by clicking the 
"Scanning Help" button at the top of the screen. 

As a whole, your response to each assignment must demonstrate an understanding of the 
knowledge of the field. In your response to each assignment, you are expected to 
demonstrate the depth of your understanding of the subject area by applying your 
knowledge rather than by merely reciting factual information. 

Your responses to the assignments will be evaluated based on the following criteria. 

PURPOSE: the extent to which the response achieves the purpose of the assignment 

SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE: appropriateness and accuracy in the application of subject 
knowledge 

SUPPORT: quality and relevance of supporting evidence 

RATIONALE: soundness of argument and degree of understanding of the subject area 

The open-response item assignments are intended to assess subject knowledge. Your 
responses must be communicated clearly enough to permit valid judgment of the evaluation 
criteria by scorers. Your responses should be written for an audience of educators in this 
field. The final version of each response should conform to the conventions of edited 
American English. Your responses should be your original work, written in your own words, 
and not copied or paraphrased from some other work. 

Be sure to write about the assigned topics. Remember to review your work and make any 
changes you think will improve your responses. 

Any time spent responding to an assignment, including scanning the response sheet(s), is 
part of your testing time. Monitor your time carefully. When your testing time expires, a 
pop-up message will appear on-screen indicating the conclusion of your test session. Only 
response sheets that are scanned before you end your test or before time has expired will 
be scored. Any response sheet that is not scanned before testing ends will NOT be scored. 
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